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Claims 

1.-20. (cancelled) 

21. (new) A system for process interfacing within an automation 
scenario for distributed engineering systems, the system com- 
prising: 

a server for providing at least one application required 
for engineering; 

at least one client for accessing automation devices that 
supply process data and/or project-planning data and for setting 
up an online communication channel maintained for any length of 
time between the client and server ; 

first mechanisms for feeding data of the automation devices 
into the server via the communication channel; and 

second mechanisms for linking the applications to the auto- 
mation devices, wherein 

the first mechanisms have a first interface to a current 
communication channel and a second interface to the applica- 
tions, and wherein 

the first mechanisms are provided for communicating with 
the second mechanisms via the communication channel . 

22. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the client 
is designed as a programming device and/or as an operator panel 
and/or as a diagnostic device and/or as a browser and/or as a 
Windows CE device. 

23. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the server 
is designed as a terminal server for use simultaneously by one 
or more participants . 

24. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the communi- 
cation channel is designed as a Remote ' Desktop Protocol for 
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transmitting data to one or more participants in realtime via 
one or more separate virtual channels. 

25. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the first 
mechanisms are provided for feeding data of further automation 
devices into the server via the communication channel via at 
least one further client. 

26. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the trans- 

■I 

mission of data in the communication channel is provided via an 
Intranet and/or an Internet. 

27. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the trans- 
mission of data from the client is provided using a Remote Desk- 
top Protocol via a Wireless LAN. 

28. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the trans- 
mission of data using a Remote Desktop Protocol is provided from 
further data sources present in the system using standard proto-' 
cols such as HTTP and/or FTP. 

29. (new) The system according to Claim 21, wherein the system 
is provided for use across different sites. 

30. (new) A method for process interfacing within an automation 
scenario for distributed engineering systems, the method com- 
prising: 

providing an application required for engineering by a 
server; 

accessing automation devices that supply process data 
and/or project -planning data via at least one client; 

setting up an online communication channel between the cli- 
ent and the server; 

feeding the data of the automation devices into the server 
via the communication channel; and 
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linking the applications to the automation devices, wherein 
coinmunication takes place with a second mechanism via the commu- 
nication channel via a first mechanism having a first interface 
to a current communication channel and a second interface to the 
applications . 

31. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein a program- 
ming device and/or an operator panel and/or a diagnostic device 
and/or a browser and/or a Windows CE device is used as the cli- 
ent. 

32. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein one or more 
participants can use the server simultaneously. 

33. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein a Remote 
Desktop Protocol for transmitting data to one or more partici- 
pants in real-time via one or more separate virtual channels is 
used as the communication channel. 

34. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein data of fur- 
ther automation devices is fed by the first mechanism into the 
server via the communication channel via at least one further 
client. 

35. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein data is 
transmitted in the comm\inication channel over an intranet and/or 
the Internet . 

36. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein data is 
transmitted from the client using the Remote Desktop Protocol 
via a Wireless LAN. 

37. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein data using a 
Remote Desktop Protocol from further data sources present in the 
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system is transmitted employing standard protocols such as HTTP 
and/ or FTP. 

38. (new) The method according to Claim 30, wherein the system 
is used across different sites. 

39. (new) A server for providing at least one application re- 
quired for engineering, the server comprising: 

mechanisms for feeding in data of automation devices via a 
communication channel, wherein said mechanisms having a first 
interface to a current communication channel and a second inter- 
face to the applications. 

40. (new) A client for accessing automation devices that supply 
process data and/or project-planning data and for setting up an 
online communication channel maintained for any length of time 
between the client and a server, the client having mechanisms 
for linking applications provided by the server to the automa- 
tion devices . 
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